
Black River Board of Education
Regular Meeting
January 17, 2013
Education Center Auditorium

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Janet Eichel.  Members present 
were:  Chuck Stiver, Jody Weidrick, Janet Eichel, Bruce Goff and Dan Sexton.

Reports followed the Pledge of Allegiance.

Wrestling – Corey Kline:   As head varsity wrestling coach, apologized to the Board of 
Education and to Ms. Wyckoff for any “heat” they had taken for the coaching 
misunderstanding.  He stated that he had dropped the ball with regard to Mr. Hellickson not 
being board approved as a volunteer wrestling coach.  He thanked the Board for their 
understanding and patience.

Legislative – Jody Weidrick:  HB555 includes 80 changes to various items related to education 
such as; teacher evaluations, third grade reading guarantee, high school 10 exams and e-school 
requirements.  She also informed the board that Black River’s share of the casino tax revenue 
for fiscal year 2013 was $27,962.50.

Medina County Career Center – Janet Eichel:  recognized that January 2013 is Board 
Appreciation month; the career center’s share of the casino money was less than $25,000; and 
there are plans in place for a new auto repair shop to be constructed this summer.

Buildings & Grounds – Joe Kmitt:  January has been a quiet month except for the heating 
systems in both buildings; had some broken frozen pipes which have been temporarily repaired 
as there is no money to fix them right; as long as there’s no snow and it’s not too cold, things 
should be okay.  Bruce Goff asked whether there was a compressor issue in the BREC.  Mr. 
Kmitt affirmed that there is a compressor issue as well as control panel problems.  The 
estimated cost to repair these items is $20,000 according to an outside contractor.

Transportation – Nina Gobora:  new busses have been in service since shortly after the winter 
break; would like to put a motion for the purchase of new routing software on the next month’s 
agenda.  Mr. Goff asked whether the software purchase includes cameras.  Ms. Gobora said 
that it is only for the software and that she isn’t sure this is an appropriate time to purchase 
cameras for 16 busses if we don’t know how many busses will be used next year.  She will 
also put a motion to provide payment in lieu of transportation on the next agenda.  
Additionally, one of our students who attends Dale Roy is in need of transportation.  Dale Roy 
does not have a vehicle with which they can transport so they have asked to borrow one of our 
vans.

Prom – Rachel Strader, Delaney Toth and Angie Kazek:  the Good Time II was reserved last 
spring for Prom 2013 and the students do not want to have to use a school bus as their mode of 
transportation.  Ms. Toth and Ms. Kazek provided the Board with information regarding the 
accessibility of the location as well as the safety of students driving themselves.  Mr. Sexton 
remains uncomfortable with students driving into Cleveland.

During public participation:

Community member John Ternes read a prepared statement regarding the varsity softball coach 
situation.

Char Smith expressed her displeasure regarding allowing high school students to be excused 
during exam week when they don’t have a test.

Steve Clifford, community member and Black River graduate, stated that he does not like the 
direction in which this district is going and engaged the board in a discussion regarding the 
softball coach situation.  Mr. Clifford then asked whether the district is following the 
recommendations in the performance audit regarding the five-year forecast 
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and administrative benefit cuts.  Treasurer Hange responded that she did adjust forecast 
numbers for the two years recommended by the auditor of state’s office, but that the bottom 
line remained basically the same.  She also said that the board had not taken action to cut 
administrator’s benefits.

Bonnie Minnich voiced her support of the board with regard to the softball situation.

Nina Gobora shared that a couple of Black River graduates expressed to her that their 
experience at Black River was very good and they hoped the levy would pass so future 
students could have the same experiences.

Mike Rosecrans stated that, while he supports the schools, his taxes continue to go up and he 
wondered what the school could do to help reduce the taxes he pays to the county.  He 
wondered whether Black River was making any efforts to generate other revenue and if the 
district could form its own county.

Bob Knowlton told the board that his son Calvin is a Black River graduate and is currently 
serving in the Navy.  He expressed his belief that Calvin is successful in the Navy due in a 
large part to him being involved in sports at Black River.

Mr. Goff responded to Mr. Rosecrans that, while he doesn’t know about forming its own 
county, the district has joined an organization to assist in the event an oil drilling company 
approaches us and the district was instrumental in having a natural gas line installed so that we 
now receive money every time someone taps into that line.  Mr. Rosecrans then asked how the 
community can help the board.  Mr. Stiver suggested that everyone needs to talk to their 
representatives.  School funding has been found to be unconstitutional yet nothing has been 
done to change it.  Mr. Goff said that the financial problems are not just in our district, but all 
over the state.

RESOLUTION 12/13 Approval of Minutes

Goff moved and Weidrick seconded a motion to approve the minutes for the Regular Meeting 
held on December 20, 2012, in the absence of any corrections, as written.

Vote: Ayes – Weidrick, Eichel, Goff, Sexton, Stiver
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLTUION 13/13 December 2012 Financial Report

Stiver moved and Goff seconded a motion to approve the December 2012 Financial Report as 
presented.

Vote: Ayes – Eichel, Goff, Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick
The President declared the motion passed.

Prior to taking action on the next agenda item, President Eichel stated that more than 6,000 
surveys had been sent out and 892 were returned.  The survey results indicated that the most 
likely type of levy to be approved would be an emergency property tax.  The board then 
entered into a discussion about the amount of money they wanted to request and the millage 
needed to generate the amount.  It was determined that the board would ask for $1,600,000 
annually which the treasurer estimated to be 8.7 mills.  

RESOLUTION 14/13 Emergency Property Tax Resolution

Stiver moved and Sexton seconded a motion to approve the following resolution of necessity to 
levy an additional tax for the emergency requirements of the school district (RC Section 
5705.195)
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RESOLUTION 14/13 (Continued)

WHEREAS, the revenue which will be raised by all tax levies which the Black River Local 



School District is authorized to impose when combined with state and federal revenues will be 
insufficient to provide for the emergency requirements of the school district.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Black River Local School District Board of 
Education, that it is necessary to levy an additional tax in excess of the ten-mill limitation for 
the purpose of providing for current expenses.  The amount of money that is necessary to raise 
for that purpose is $1,600,000 for each year that the additional millage is in effect.  The 
additional tax millage shall be in effect for five years and shall include a levy upon the current 
year’s tax list, if approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the question of levying the additional tax be submitted to 
the electors of the Black River Local School District at the election to be held May 7, 2013.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be certified by the Treasurer to 
the Medina County Auditor with instructions to calculate and certify to the Black River Local 
School District Board of Education the estimated annual levy, expressed in dollars and cents, 
for each one hundred dollars of valuation, as well as in mills for each one dollar of valuation, 
throughout the life of the levy, which will be required to produce the amount set forth in this 
resolution.
 
Vote: Ayes – Sexton, Stiver, Eichel

Nays – Goff, Weidrick
The President declared the motion passed.

Ms. Wyckoff informed the board that another motion is needed in order to proceed to the 
ballot.  A special meeting will be held January 24, 2013 in the BREC Media Center in order to 
take action on that motion.

RESOLUTION 15/13 Support Staff Substitutes

Weidrick moved and Stiver seconded a motion to employ the following personnel for FY13 as 
written:

Renee Leiby CustodiałMaintenance Substitute as needed $8.10 per hour
Betty Hultz CustodiałMaintenance Substitute as needed $8.10 per hour

Vote: Ayes – Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel, Goff
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 16/13 Resignation

Sexton moved and Weidrick seconded a motion to accept the following resignation for FY13:

Mary Grace Kenny Cook/Cashier Affective January 3, 2013

Vote: Ayes – Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel, Goff, Sexton
The President declared the motion passed.

Ms. Wyckoff thanked Ms. Kenny for her service to the district.
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RESOLUTION 17/13 Athletic Supplementals

Weidrick moved and Sexton seconded a motion to employ the following athletic personnel for 
FY13:

Dozier Hendershot Varsity Baseball Coach $4,433.00
Adam Peters Assistant Varsity Baseball Coach $2,472.00

Vote: Ayes – Weidrick, Eichel, Sexton, Stiver
Nays – Goff



The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 18/13 Athletic Supplementals

Sexton moved and Stiver seconded a motion to employ the following athletic personnel 
pending verification of pupil activity permit for FY13:

Lauren Toth Varsity Softball Coach $4,433.00
Tom Gehring Assistant Varsity Softball Coach $2,472.00

Vote: Ayes – Eichel, Goff, Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 19/13 Athletic Supplementals

Weidrick moved and Sexton seconded a motion to employ the following athletic personnel 
pending verification of pupil activity permit for FY13:

Mike Nye Varsity Boys Track Coach $4,433.00
Aaron Munyan Assistant Varsity Boys Track Coach $2,472.00
Colleen LaHood Middle School Track Coach $2,472.00
Corey Kline Varsity Girls Track Coach $4,433.00

Vote: Ayes – Goff, Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 20/13 Spring Athletic Volunteers

Sexton moved and Stiver seconded a motion to accept the following as spring athletic 
volunteers for FY13, as written:

Al Carmen Baseball
Larry Toth Softball (Pending Verification of Pupil Activity Permit)
Pete Mycek MS Track

Vote: Ayes – Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel, Goff
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 21/13 Winter Athletic Volunteers

Stiver moved and Sexton seconded a motion to accept the following as winter athletic 
volunteers for FY13, as written.
Thomas Hellickson Wrestling (Pending Verification of Pupil Activity Permit)

Vote: Ayes – Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel, Sexton
Nays – Goff

The President declared the motion passed.
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RESOLUTION 22/13 Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA)

Stiver moved and Goff seconded a motion to grant the following personnel FMLA for FY13 as 
written:

Rose Drake Bus Driver December 4, 2012 through TBA

Vote: Ayes—Weidrick, Eichel, Goff, Sexton, Stiver
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 23/13 Treasurer/CFO Contract

Weidrick moved and Goff seconded a motion to approve a three-year contract for Connie 



Hange, Treasurer/CFO beginning August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2016.

Vote: Ayes – Eichel, Goff, Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick
The President declared the motion passed.

RESOLUTION 24/13 Executive Session

Stiver moved and Sexton seconded a motion to adjourn to executive session pursuant to Ohio 
Revised Code Section 121.22 to consider matters required to be confidential by federal law or 
regulations or state statutes at 9:50 p.m.

Vote: Ayes – Goff, Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel
The President declared the motion passed.

The board exited executive session at 11:04 p.m.

RESOLUTION 25/13 Adjournment

Sexton moved and Weidrick seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:06 p.m.

Vote: Ayes – Sexton, Stiver, Weidrick, Eichel, Goff
The President declared the meeting adjourned.

President

Treasurer


