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Course Introduction & Syllabus Overview ‘18-’19 
 
Honors English 10 is a high school level survey course of World Literature, classics and contemporary, as well as a                    
mix of American and British Literature. The course will be driven by the Ohio Learning Standards ELA, with the                   
AIR assessments falling in the Spring. Students will respond by creating research and essay response writings                
based on readings of literary and informational texts. Students will practice listening and speaking in small group                 
discussions and class presentations. Students will be reading the novels To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, A                  
Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah, Animal Farm by George Orwell, I am Ishmael by Daniel Quinn, and Anthem by                    
Ayn Rand. Additional texts include: Oedipus Rex by Sophocles, and Julius Caesar and Macbeth by William                
Shakespeare. Students will take the AIR End of Course State Test assessment for English II. 
This course is broken into 6 collections, with multiple literary, writing, and speaking pieces as the focus in each, including: 

 

COLLECTION 1 ~ Ourselves and Others 
● “What, of This Goldfish, Would You Wish?” by Etgar Keret 
● “The Wife’s Story” by Ursula K. Le Guin 
● “My So-Called Enemy” by Lisa Gossels 
● From Texas v. Johnson Majority Opinion by William J. Brennan 
● “American Flag Stands for Tolerance” by Ronald J. Allen 
● From the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by UN 

Commission on Human Rights 
● From Towards a True Refuge by Aung San Suu Kyi 
● “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson 
● “Without Title” by Diane Glancy 
● Novel: Animal Farm by George Orwell 
● Speech Presentation 
● Analytical Essay 
● Novel: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
 
COLLECTION 2 ~ The Natural World 
● “Called Out” by Barbara Kingsolver 
● “Starfish” by Lorna Dee Cervantes 
● “Sea Stars” by Barbara Hurd 
● “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” by Walt Whitman 
● From Hope for Animals and Their World by Jane Goodall 
● “My Life as a Bat” by Margaret Atwood 
● “The Seventh Man” by Haruki Murakami 
● “Carry” by Linda Hogan 
● Novel: I am Ishmael by Daniel Quinn 
● Research Report 
● Panel Discussion/Socratic Seminar 
 
COLLECTION 3 ~ Responses to Change 
● From Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 
● From The Metamorphosis by Peter Kuper 
● “The Starry Night” by Vincent Van Gogh 
● “The Starry Night” Anne Secton 
● From Simplexity by Jeffrey Kluger 
● “Magic Island” by Cathy Song 
● From Rivers and Tides by Thomas Riedelsheimer 
● “LIfe After People” by Dolores Vasquez 
● Panel Discussion/Socratic Seminar 
● Argument Writing 
● Novel: A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah 

COLLECTION 4 ~ How We See Things 
● “We Grow Accustomed to the Dark” by Emily Dickinson 
● “Before I got my Eye put out” by Emily Dickinson 
● “The Trouble with Poetry” by Billy Collins 
● “Today” by Billy Collins 
● “Coming to Our Senses” by Neil deGrasse Tyson 
● “Every Second Counts” Matilda Battersby 
● “The Night Face Up” by Julio Cortazar 
● “Whale Sharks Use Geometry to Avoid Sinking”  
● “Musee des Beaux Arts” by W.H. Auden 
● “Landscape with the Fall of Icarus” by Peter Breguhel the Elder 
● Speech Presentation 
● Short Story/Narrative Writing 
● Connection: “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber 

[story & film] 
● Drama: Oedipus Rex by Sophocles 
 
COLLECTION 5 ~ Absolute Power 
● From Why Read Shakespeare by Michael Mack 
● Drama: Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
● Drama: Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
● From Macbeth on the Estate by Penny Woolcock 
● From Holinshed’s Chronicles by Raphael Holinshed 
● “The Macbeth Murder Mystery” by James Thurber 
● Film: Shakespeare Uncovered - PBS 
● ”5P.M., Tuesday, August 23, 2005” by Patricia Smith 
● Analytical Essay 
 
COLLECTION 6 ~ Hard-Won Liberty 
● “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
● “Speech at the March on Washington” by Josephine Baker 
● From Revolution 2.0 by Wael Ghonim 
● From Letter to Viceroy, Lord Irwin by Mohandas K. Gandhi 
● From Gandhi: The Rise to Fame by BBC 
● “The Briefcase” by Rebecca Makkai 
● “Bile” by Christine Lee Zilka 
● “Cloudy Day” by Jimmy Santiago Baca 
● Argument Writing 
● Novel: Anthem by Ayn Rand 
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Policies 
Grading 

Grading is based on the BOE adopted       
grading scale, using a straight point value       
system. Please be sure that both      
parents/guardians and students alike each     
have access to our online gradebook,      
ProgressBook.  

 
Late Work 

No late work is accepted, unless an excused        
absence is on file with the high school office,         
per BOE policy. Simply, you have as many        
days as you missed school to make up your         
work, from the day of return. 

Cell Phone Policy 
To be determined… 
 
Mrs. Dieter does not allow cell phone       
usage in her class. Please leave in       
lockers, or kept away, per the confines       
of the building wide plan.  

 
Remind 

Sign-up, students and parents alike,     
for Remind notifications via email,     
text, or on the app. Upcoming      
projects, tests, assessments, etc. will     
be communicated here, as well as on       
the ProgressBook calendar.  

Rules & Consequences 
I utilize a student-centered approach     
to learning in our classroom;     
therefore, all rules and expectations     
are developed by my students the      
first week of school and posted on       
my Black River H.S. website at      
http://www.blackriverschools.org/En
glish10.aspx  
 to view throughout the year.  
 
Consequences are those adopted by     
the Board of Education, with the      
addition/substitution of an Action    
Plan instead of detention.  

Paperless Classroom Program ~ Year 9 
 
This is the 9th year that I am embarking on the fantastic journey of leading a paperless, hybrid-style classroom that uses a flipped                       
model of learning. Only minimal paper copies will be used. So what does all of this look like? 

★ Chromebook usage by students daily 
★ Students use various computer programs daily      

including, but not limited to: 
○ Google Drive Tools & Google Classroom 
○ Google Apps 

■ WeVideo 
■ EasyBib 
■ BR Gmail and more! 

○ My HRW Dashboard Online Classroom  
○ Edcite 
○ Edulastic 
○ Common Lit.  
○ Ed Puzzle 

★ Writing workshops and student/teacher writing     
conferences during class time 

★ Nooks may be available to read novels on        
throughout the year including: 

○ Anthem 
○ Animal Farm 
○ A Long Way Gone 
○ Independent Study Novel Options 

★ SMART Board for interactive learning 
★ Videos and discussion postings in the online       

classroom, as homework = flipped model 
★ Email for communication 
★ Remind to stay up-to-date on classroom assignments 

In preparation for our paperless classroom, there are a few things that your adolescent will need to best access the 
21st century, college preparatory curriculum that is laid out in this course.  

1. Sign-up for Remind (website, text, or app) - BOTH parent and student - to stay up-to-date! 
2. Flexible Seating Contract - see attached letter  
3. A signed Nook permission form - SEE ATTACHED 

                   - IF you deny permission, you are responsible for obtaining/purchasing a copy of the novels 
                     read on these devices during the school year, as they have been purchased by donations and 
                     Mrs. Dieter over the past five school years. 

4. Internet access at home 
                   - This can be in the form of a computer, tablet, or even a smart phone! If you do not have 
                      Internet access from home, please let me know so I can provide extra support in the school 
                      setting to ensure your child’s academic success using 21st century skills. 
 
 

mailto:cdieter@blrv.org
http://www.blackriverschools.org/HonorsEnglish10.aspx
http://www.blackriverschools.org/English10.aspx
http://www.blackriverschools.org/English10.aspx


Welcome to Honors English 10! 
Mrs. Courtney L. Dieter ~ Room 6 

cdieter@blrv.org + http://www.blackriverschools.org/HonorsEnglish10.aspx  

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PAGE 
I believe in parent involvement and parent choice, as an educator. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) please initial your agreement next to 
each novel and film/movie we are enriching the BOE approved curriculum with in this course. If you do not initial, an 
equitable assessment opportunity, fulfilling the same standards, will be provided for your child.  
Please Note: Although you may not approve your child to read a given novel, if you agree to your child using a Nook device, 
the novel will still be loaded on the e-reader, as there is no way to individually program these, as they are on a classroom 
account.  
 
NOVELS:                                                                            AGREE to PARTICIPATE(initial) 
 
Animal Farm by George Orwell                                               _________________ 
 
A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah                                        _________________ 
 
Oedipus Rex by Sophocles                                                       _________________ 
 
I am Ishmael by Daniel Quinn                                                  _________________ 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee                                       _________________ 
 
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare                                      _________________ 
 
Macbeth by William Shakespeare                                             _________________ 
 
Anthem by Ayn Rand                                                                _________________ 
 
FILMS: 
 
Animal Farm - Animated                                                          _________________ 
 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty                                                _________________ 
 
PBS: Shakespeare Uncovered - Macbeth                                 _________________ 
 
Fiddler on the Roof                                                                   _________________ 
 

 
 

Permission Form 
[Please detach this portion and return to Mrs. Dieter by the end of the week] 
I have read and understand the classroom expectations for Mrs. Dieter’s English 10. Also, I have considered the novels, films, and literature 
that will be covered in this course, and agree to allow my child to participate in experiencing each of these units by reading or viewing the 
literary pieces listed, where I initialed above.  
 
 
___________________________         _________________________              ________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature                                   Student Signature                                              Date 
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