PIRATE PRIDE!
black river local school district
Proudly Serving the Communities of Albion, Cinnamon Lake, Homerville, Huntington, Spencer and Sullivan.

Message from the Superintendent
On November 7, residents of the Black River Local School District will see a renewal levy on the ballot. This is not a new tax. The purpose
of this renewal levy is to maintain the district’s current level of operating funds and educational programs without making any cuts.
The levy was an emergency five-year levy generating $1.6 million, originally passed in 2014. Prior to the formation of this renewal levy, the
district made severe cuts and is still feeling the repercussions of some of those cuts.
The district is committed to being fiscally responsible with its residents’ dollars. However, we must have the dollars to maintain our current
level of operations and educational programs. This renewal levy, which is not a new tax, will allow us to do so.
The district is still under fiscal watch as no emergency account exists; however, district officials are making a strong effort to look ahead as
much as possible.
For more information regarding the renewal levy, please visit the school website at www.blackriverschools.org.
Sincerely,
Chris Clark, Superintendent

Black River Continually Reviews and Updates Curriculum
Every year, the Black River Local School District reviews an area of curriculum to determine if new curriculum and support materials are needed. This past fall, the district
introduced new science and social studies curriculum.
“It’s important for our district to look ahead at what our students should be learning,” said Superintendent Chris Clark. “It’s our goal to be proactive and not reactionary to
changes and requirements brought on by the state. We want our students to be successful while they are here and after they graduate.”
As with all school districts, Black River is measured by the results of the students’ scores on state tests. The district hopes the yearly review and updates of curricula will
help them to be successful and increase test scores.
Next year, the district will review curriculum updates for elective courses that don’t fit under a specific state test. The district knows it’s important to supply those
teachers with an updated curriculum and support materials that will allow them to successfully teach their classes.
In the fifth year, the process will begin again. It’s the district’s hope that at that time, it will only need to supplement curriculums rather than introduce something
completely new.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
6

MARCH

14

2

2016-17 Kindergarten Registration 4-7 p.m.

17-21 Spring Break

2

Fine Arts Night and Career & Technical
Service Showcase 5-7 p.m.

27

Pirate Parents Reading Night 6-7:30 p.m.

10 Middle School Have a Heart Dance 5-7 p.m.
17 No School - Teacher Inservice Day
20 No School - Presidents Day

APRIL
7

Drama Club Performances 12-8:10 p.m.

8

Drama Club Performances 12-8:10 p.m.

9

Drama Club Performances 12-8:10 p.m.

No School - Good Friday
Fine Arts Night and Spaghetti
Dinner 5-7 p.m.

Black River Makes
Updates to Building
Safety
Black River School District buildings have
recently undergone renovations in order
to upgrade building security systems.

Enroll Your Child in Black River’s 5-Star
Rated Preschool Program
Still interested in enrolling your child in the
preschool program this year? Registration forms
for the current year can be picked up in the elementary office or board office. There are currently
three openings in the four to five-year-old class
and two openings in the three-year-old class.
Enrollment for the preschool program for the
2017-2018 school year will begin in April. Registration forms will be made available in the elementary office or the board office.
The Black River Local School District Preschool curriculum uses the Creative Curriculum Gold, a Step
Up to Quality approved curriculum. Classrooms
follow the Early Learning and Development Standards for Ohio, which focus on the areas of social
and emotional development, physical well-being
and motor development, approaches toward
learning, language and literacy development, and
cognition and general knowledge.

“The district is extremely proud of the superior
quality of our preschool program,” said Angelique
Kuba, director of pupil services. “In fact, the program was recently awarded a five-star rating from
the Ohio Department of Education’s (ODE) Step
Up to Quality Program. The five-star rating is the
highest rating a preschool program can receive
from ODE.”
Students ages three to five are eligible to enroll
in the preschool program. Completion of the
enrollment packet is required in order to begin
the registration process.
For more information regarding the
preschool program, please contact
Angelique Kuba in the elementary office at
akuba@blackriver.k12.oh.us or 419.736.2161.

Black River Alumni Association in the Works
The Black River Local School District is in the
process of establishing an alumni association. There
is a sign-up currently on the district website and
there has already been a great response of 65-70
individuals who would like to get involved in the
organization.

Clark will lead a meeting on May 11, 2017, in the
elementary school auditorium to discuss how the
alumni association will come together and begin
the organization process. The district encourages
interested individuals to attend.

Through forming this organization, the district
would like to show the success of some of Black
River’s graduates and connect the alumni with
current students and staff to help determine what
curriculum is relevant for certain careers and subject areas.

The Black River Local School District is a consolidation of Sullivan Township, Homer Township, Spencer Township and Huntington Township, which
separated in the 1960s. The district hopes that the
formation of the alumni association will consolidate
and reconnect alumni from every township.

“Many of our graduates don’t have a connection to
the district,” said Superintendent Chris Clark. “As a
graduate of the district myself, I know that forming
this organization has the power to create a valuable
network of individuals that share a background at
Black River.”

For more information or to sign-up, please visit the
Black River website at www.blackriverschools.org.
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The high school replaced all of the classroom and library doorknobs which faced
outwards to the hallway, giving staff
the ability to lock the doors inside the
classroom in the case of an emergency
lockdown. These doorknobs and locks
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and are accessible by a
uniform key. Additionally, the intercom at
the main entrance has been replaced for
better video and audio communication
with visitors to the building.
The elementary and middle schools have
collectively installed five additional indoor and outdoor cameras for improved
visual access to all hallways and areas
surrounding the buildings. A phone line
to the room with security camera access
has also been added, so that administration can better inform staff and students
of a possible emergency situation.
The safety of the district’s students and
staff is the highest priority. The district is
continually evaluating and upgrading the
building’s systems to match the latest in
effective security measures for educational institutions, while still making a
conscious effort to preserve all buildings.
The district is also looking at addressing
window replacements, other exterior
doors and proper numbering of exterior windows and doors. All items will be
put through an extensive research and
discussion process in order to ultimately
maximize safety for Black River staff and
students.

Kindergarten
Registration for the
2017-2018 School Year
Kindergarten registration will take place
March 2 and 7 from 4 - 7 p.m. at the Black
River Elementary School’s office for the
2017-2018 school year. There are three
all-day kindergarten programs available.
Parents who have a child(ren) who will be
five years old by Aug. 31 are encouraged
to register.
During registration, parents will fill out
forms that include parent and student
information. Parents should bring their
child(ren)’s birth certificate, proof of living in the district, immunization records
and custody papers (if applicable), as the
district will need a copy of each form.
If either of those dates do not work for
you, registration will also take place daily
from 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Black River
School District’s Board office.

District Emergency
Medical Forms Now
Online
In the next month, the district will be
adding an option to the website where
parents can fill out emergency medical
forms online. Parents will receive a letter
with their individual login information.
To access the online forms, visit the
district website, click Parents and Portal,
and you will find the Emergency Medical
and Transportation Forms on this page.

Treasurer’s Update
The treasurer’s office is committed to ensuring the
district is fiscally responsible and transparent with
its residents’ dollars. As such, the district is always
looking for ways to reduce spending and save.
With the completion of the House Bill 264 project,
a renewable energy and efficiency program
offered through the Ohio Development Services
Agency, the district has spent $227,375 less in
purchased services for the 2017 fiscal year compared to the 2016 fiscal year.

“There are currently no other formal plans in place
to reduce additional spending for the 2016-2017
school year,” said Connie Hange, Black River Local
School’s treasurer. “However, we are monitoring
our student enrollment numbers so we are able to
make fiscally sound decisions about staffing and
facilities in the future.”

The district is currently waiting for the Ohio Development Services Agency to provide the utility cost
savings analysis from the project.

The Board of Education has authorized the superintendent and the treasurer to begin the process
necessary to place a renewal levy on the November 2017 ballot. This is not a new tax. Additional
information regarding the renewal levy will be
shared in the coming months.

Additionally, the district has cut permanent improvement spending by $200,000 for the current
fiscal year.

For additional information on the Black River Local
School District’s finances, please visit
www.blackriverschools.ohiocheckbook.com.

2016-2017 Spring Testing Schedule
March 21

Informal ACT Freshman and Sophomores (makeup date is May 3)

March 21

State ACT Juniors (makeup date is May 3)

April 4

High School ELA

April 5

High School Algebra and Geometry

April 6

High School Biology

April 7

High School American History/Government

April 11

Middle School Math

April 25

Elementary School Math (3rd-5th Grades)

April 26

Middle School Science (8th Grade) & Social Studies (6th Grade)

April 27

Elementary Math (3rd-5th Grades)

May 2

Elementary Science (5th Grade) and Social Studies (4th Grade)

May 3

High School ACT (Makeups)

May 4

Elementary Science (5th Grade) and Social Studies (4th Grade)

The district hopes that this online access
will prevent parents with multiple kids
in the district from having to fill out the
same forms multiple times. The login
information is unique to each student
and will automatically connect the forms
to the kids.
The online OneView portal will also be
used to distribute other forms throughout the year, such as new student enrollments and athletic forms.
Visit www.blackriverschools.org to view
the online forms.

www.blackriverschools.org
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E-Communication
Now Available

Black River Local School District
257-A County Road 40
Sullivan, Ohio 44880

Black River Local School District now
offers an option to register for eCommunication. The goal is to provide tailored
communication for parents and community members. When you create your
account, you will be able to choose which
types of information you are interested
in receiving. By choosing the Online
Dashboard Weekly Updates, you will receive weekly updates on any new content
added to the sections you select. Information can be sent via e-mail or text. If
your contact information changes or you
wish to change the type of information
you receive, you can update your account
at any time.

Non-Profit
US Postage Paid
London, OH
43140
Permit #48

Please visit www.blackriverschools.org/
protected/PublicUserLogin.aspx
to register.

Camp Invention Registration
Now Available
Registration for Camp Invention is now available through March 20. Camp Invention will take place at
Black River Elementary School on June 12-16, 2016, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Camp Invention is a science
camp where students in kindergarten through sixth grade are presented with fun, hands-on challenges,
entrepreneurship and innovation.
The structure of Camp Invention is designed to allow students to explore their scientific imaginations.
Activities include creating a spy gadget alarm box, exploring distant exoplanets, designing inventions,
launching water rockets, building bubble blasters and engineering castles. Additionally, students design
duct tape products and pitch them to investors to model a real-world entrepreneurial experience.
“This is our second year having the camp here at the elementary school,” said Principal Becky Luth. “The
staff is made up of a team of dedicated Black River teachers, and I could not speak more highly of them.”

CONTACT US
257-A County Road 40
Sullivan, OH 44880
419.736.3300
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Camp Invention is a national non-profit organization inspired by the inductees of the National Inventors
Hall of Fame. Students may apply for scholarships for Camp Invention 2017 through January 24, 2016.
More information and registration for Camp Invention, as well as the application for scholarships, can be
found at www.campinvention.org.
For any additional questions, please contact Michele Yocum at myocum@blackriver.k12.oh.us
or 419.736.2161.

